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Dr. Jeff Bremer

Dec 20, 2021- Jan 14, 2021
Office: 621 Ross
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E-mail: jrbremer@iastate.edu


Phone: office: 515-294-5620; cell: 936-371-1147.
Course Description
This class is an online delivery of a normal sixteen-week semester ISU class.  Students should devote 10-12 hours a week to this course, solely for material covered in it.  Thus, you should be prepared to devote 12-15 hours a week to this class, including writing, note-taking, quizzes, and reading.  Do not fall behind and do not try to complete each module’s work in a day, as this will reduce your comprehension of material.  (It will also hurt your score on quizzes and writing responses.)  Do not try to complete quizzes or writing responses at the last moment.  Avoid mobile devices for taking quizzes and submitting writing assignments.
There are two parts to your grade—quizzes at the end of every three modules and writing responses (short essays) to one of the “Big Idea” questions located in each module.  More information on this aspect of the class can be found below under “Assignment Format.”  Also see: FAQ and Schedule.
There are five units for the class, with one for every three weeks of the semester.  You should complete a module every couple of days and a unit every 5-6 for summer classes—yes, it move about four times faster.  Each unit (three modules) reviews a chronological section of Iowa history, beginning in the early 1800s.  A unit will take 8-12 hours to complete, so plan your time carefully.  Each module will require you to read online material, which consists of websites, as well as view video clips on historical material.  Modules may also require you to read in the textbooks required for this class, such as Iowa: The Middle Land, Little Heathens, or Methland.
Main themes
This course surveys the history of Iowa from earliest settlement until the early 21st century.  We will begin with the Sauk, Fox and Ioway and conclude our story with the aftermath of the farm crisis of the 1980s.  In between, we will see how prominent and ordinary Iowans have influenced the Hawkeye state and how white settlement transformed it.  The course will focus on the political, economic and social history of the state, detailing how its citizens struggled to settle the nineteenth-century frontier, endure the Civil War, survive the Great Depression and World War Two and prosper in a competitive and rapidly changing agricultural economy. We will also look at how the United States and Iowa have been influenced by industrialization, immigration and globalization in the twentieth century.  We will finish with a review of challenges facing Iowa from the 1980s to today, including the Farm Crisis and the meth epidemic.  Pay close attention to the main theme of each week, shown in the “Big Idea” question.

Course Objectives
1. Students will examine key periods in Iowa history and explain their importance (i.e., frontier settlement, the world wars, the Farm Crisis, etc.)
2. Students will understand the complexity and diversity of Iowa's history, with an emphasis on the experience of ordinary people and their struggles (native removal, men and women in the Civil War, the Great Depression, civil rights in Iowa)
3. Students will analyze people, events and sources within their historical context 
4. Students will compose clear and effective written responses and short essays

5. Students will demonstrate the ability to evaluate and synthesize information from a variety of historical sources
Texts:
Dorothy Schwieder, Iowa: The Middle Land. (online at ISU Parks Library & at ISU bookstore)
Mildred Kalish, Little Heathens: Hard Times and High Spirits on an Iowa Farm During the Great Depression. (widely available)
Donald C. Elder, editor, Damned Iowa Greyhound: The Civil War Letters of William Henry Harrison Clayton (available online at ISU Parks Library & at ISU bookstore)
Nick Reding, Methland: The Death and Life of a Small American Town. (widely available)
***REMINDER: TWO OF THE BOOKS ARE AVAILABLE AS E-BOOKS FROM ISU LIBRARY.

Course Grading:
50%
Five Quizzes (at the end of each unit/every 3 modules—see schedule) 
50%
Discussion/Response Questions (5—at the end of every three modules)
Grade Scale:
90-100%
A
Displays a thorough understanding of all material and expresses




original, text-supported opinions; consistent and intelligent work.

80-90%
B
A good factual understanding of material; thorough preparation




for quizzes and responses; can logically and clearly communicate ideas.

70-80%
C
Displays understanding of basic points of all material; presentation




unclear or disorganized; low quiz or response grades.

60-70%
D
Late or incomplete work; disorganized, poorly presented or unclear

ideas; slight grasp of basic ideas; missing responses, low quiz grades or numerous absences.

59%-0%
F
Late or incomplete assignments; unclear, inaccurate writing and work;
excessive absences; no responses or quizzes completed.

Grades include: A, A-, B+, B, B-, C+, C, C-, D+, D, D-, F (depending on % total—i.e., 92% is an A-, while a 78% is a C+)

Course Procedures and Policies
This course will be delivered entirely online through the learning management system, Canvas.  You can complete this class without coming to ISU.  Please keep backups of everything that you write for this class.  
You should check your ISU student e-mail regularly. You will be responsible for any e-mail class announcements.  
Required Technology 
· A reliable Internet connection

· Access to Iowa State University computer system and Canvas
· Commitment to learn how to use the software provided by the course
Canvas and E-mail Communication

This class is run through Canvas. Make sure to check Canvas and your Cymail account on a daily basis. I will make available to you the course syllabus, class materials, grades, and other resources, as needed. I may also use Blackboard to communicate with the entire class or to individuals.

How The Class is Organized
There are fifteen modules for the class, with one unit for every three weeks (modules) of the semester.  Units (three modules, or three weeks for a regular semester; much quicker for a summer class) are in chronological order, with the first focusing on Iowa history to 1846, when Iowa became a state.  The second unit is on the Civil War era, the third covers the period from the 1870s to the early 20th Century, and the final two units survey the period from World War One to the late 20th Century.  Each unit will take 8-12 hours to finish, with the first three being shorter than the rest—about 7 or 8 hours each for the first three units (or nine modules).  The last two units are longer, so budget your time wisely.  You will need to read two books during the last two units, as well as take quizzes and post reading responses, so plan accordingly.  (This is about 500 pages of reading, in addition to the usual online material.  Both books are highly readable, but do not put off starting them.)
Each module will require you to read online material, which consists of websites, as well as view video clips on historical material.  Most weeks will require you to read in the textbooks required for this class, such as Iowa: The Middle Land or Methland: The Death and Life of an American Small Town.  Each unit has three modules, or three weeks for a normal semester/ about 5-6 days for a summer class.
Assignment Format:
Reading Responses (one per unit, or every three modules): This class consists of five units (one unit for every three weeks of a regular semester/ 5-6 days for a summer or winter class).  A writing assignment associated with each unit will be due, as indicated in the course outline.  Responses will need to be written by the end of each period for each unit—I will post a response topic every three weeks that will be tied to one of the “Big Questions” from each week.  These questions are written at the top of each of the fifteen modules. Your grade on the postings will be based upon how thoroughly you answer the question using material from the class.  Each response should be several large paragraphs, or at least 300-400 words.  (Four hundred words does not mean full credit though.  See FAQ and essay instructions.)  Take these writing responses seriously—these are not graded easily and need to be written for an upper-level college audience.  Posts with spelling or grammar errors, or which do not fully answer the question with evidence from readings, will be given half credit, at best.  (Sloppy and hastily written answers may earn half credit or no credit).  You will earn full credit, half credit or no credit for each response.  Occasionally students may receive a 7 or 8, as opposed to half-credit.  Responses are worth a total of 50% of your grade.  You can, of course, use any notes you have for these reading responses.  Do not turn in the equivalent of an extended text message or you may earn a zero.
Unit Quizzes: Another part of your grade will be quizzes.  You will take a multiple-choice online quiz through canvas for each unit, or every three weeks/three modules (5-6 days for a summer class).  So, there will be a quiz at the end of modules #1-3, #4-6, #7-9, #10-12 and #13-15.  These quizzes will be 20 questions each and will cover ALL material from that unit (all three weeks), including readings from the course text Iowa: The Middle Land or other books assigned for the class.  Unit quizzes should be finished every three weeks. Each quiz is worth 10% of your grade, for a total of 50% of your overall grade.
You may use any notes you have for quizzes. I repeat, use your notes.
Quizzes are completed through canvas and you do not need to visit any testing center.  This entire class can be done remotely, from a U.S. Navy frigate in the Atlantic Ocean, or from China or India.
Canvas for Students at ISU—ALL OF THIS IS ON THE CLASS WEBSITE, FIRST PAGE
Getting Started

1. Be sure to have an ISU NetID. If you do not, please visit Passwords and Accounts (https://www.it.iastate.edu/services/accounts) 

2. Login to Canvas with your ISU NetID and password and look for your course, HIS 370 Section-XW for this semester.

General Help 

Help: FAQs, Searchable Topics, and Step-by-step Instructions 
· Help for Students (http://help-archives.blackboard.com/Blackboard-Learn/9.1/SP09/EN-US/NAHE/Instructor/Content/Mini_TOCs/mt_student.htm)
· Brief Video Tutorials for Students (http://ondemand.blackboard.com/students.htm)
Basic Troubleshooting  (HELP ALSO AVAILABLE THROUGH CANVAS CLASS PAGE)
1. Username/Password not working? 
· Your Username (ISU NetID) and Password are the same as those ISU email account. 

· For help with Username and Password, please visit Passwords and Accounts or contact Solution Center at 515-294-4000 or solution@iastate.edu.
 2. If you get an error message, check for Browser and Java Issues on your computer.

 3. If you are unable to access course content or activities (e.g., Tests, Discussions, Assignments, etc.), contact your instructor. 

 4. Check general Technology Support for Students (http://www.celt.iastate.edu/elearning/?page_id=141).

Academic Misconduct

All acts of dishonesty in any work constitute academic misconduct. Online courses are not exception. The Student Disciplinary Regulations (http://policy.iastate.edu/policy/SDR) will be followed in the event of academic misconduct. Depending on the act, a student could receive an F grade on the test/assignment, F grade for the course, and could be suspended or expelled from the University. Academic misconduct includes all acts of dishonesty in any academically related matter and any knowing attempt to help another student commit an act of academic dishonesty. Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to each of the following acts when performed in any type of academic or academically related matter, exercise, or activity:   

Plagiarism: Plagiarism is the act of representing directly or indirectly another person’s work as your own. It can involve presenting someone’s speech, wholly or partially, as your; quoting without acknowledging the true source of the quoted material; copying and handing in another person’s work with your name on it; and similar infractions. Even indirect quotations, paraphrasing, etc., can be considered plagiarism unless sources are properly cited. Plagiarism will not be tolerated, and students could receive an F grade on the test/assignment or an F grade for the course. The Iowa State University policy for academic misconduct can be found in the Student Disciplinary Regulations. 

Obtaining Unauthorized Information: Information is obtained dishonesty, for example, by copying graded homework assignments from another student, by working with another student on a take-home test or homework when not specifically permitted to do so by the instructor, or by looking at your notes or other written work during an examination when not specifically permitted to do so.

Tendering of Information: Students may not give or sell their work to another person who plans to submit it as his or her own work. This includes giving their work to another student to be copied, giving someone answers to exam question during the exam, taking an exam and discussing its contents with students who will be taking the same exam, or giving or selling a term paper to another student.

Misrepresentation: Students misrepresent their work by handing in the work of someone else. The following are examples: purchasing a paper from a term paper service; reproducing another person’s paper (even with modifications) and submitting it as their own; having another student do their computer program or having someone else take their exam. Bribery: Offering money or any item or service to a faculty member or any other person to gain academic advantage for yourself or another is dishonest. 
Bribery: Offering money or any item or service to a faculty member or any other person to gain academic advantage for yourself or another is dishonest.
More on Academic Misconduct/ Plagiarism:

No academic misconduct will be tolerated.  Misconduct occurs when a student uses, or attempts to use, unauthorized information while taking an exam or submits work as their own that is not.  Other misconduct includes knowingly assisting another student in plagiarism.  Any student caught in cheating or plagiarism can receive a zero for the course.  Other violations include misrepresentation of work (reproducing/modifying another paper), obtaining unauthorized information (copying homework, assisting with take-home exams, etc), or bribery/attempted bribery of a faculty member.  Plagiarism is defined as the unacknowledged use of information, ideas or phrasing of another writer, by borrowing ideas that are exactly copied or summarized.  All students must provide detailed documentation about their sources.  Academic dishonesty or academic misconduct will be punished, as determined by the course instructor.  The instructor must notify the Dean of Students in writing about the incident. (See section 4.2.1 of Student Disciplinary Regulations.)  If the offense is serious enough, the Dean, or representative, will investigate the matter for investigation by the Office of Judicial Affairs.  Punishment can include official reprimand, conduct probation, suspension or expulsion from the university.  Questions: see www.dso.iastate.edu/ja/academic/students.
University Policies

Accommodations: Iowa State University complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act and Sect 504 of the Rehabilitation Act.  If you have a disability and anticipate needing accommodations in this course, please contact (instructor name) to set up a meeting within the first two weeks of the semester or as soon as you become aware of your need.  Before meeting with (instructor name), you will need to obtain a SAAR form with recommendations for accommodations from the Disability Resources Office, located in Room 1076 on the main floor of the Student Services Building. Their telephone number is 515-294-7220 or email disabilityresources@iastate.edu.  Retroactive requests for accommodations will not be honored.

Religious Accommodation: If an academic or work requirement conflicts with your religious practices and/or observances, you may request reasonable accommodations. Your request must be in writing, and your instructor or supervisor will review the request.  You or your instructor may also seek assistance from the Dean of Students Office or the Office of Equal Opportunity and Compliance.

Accessibility Statement:

Iowa State University is committed to assuring that all educational activities are free from discrimination and harassment based on disability status. Students requesting accommodations for a documented disability are required to work directly with staff in Student Accessibility Services (SAS) to establish eligibility and learn about related processes before accommodations will be identified. After eligibility is established, SAS staff will create and issue a Notification Letter for each course listing approved reasonable accommodations. This document will be made available to the student and instructor either electronically or in hard-copy every semester. Students and instructors are encouraged to review contents of the Notification Letters as early in the semester as possible to identify a specific, timely plan to deliver/receive the indicated accommodations. Reasonable accommodations are not retroactive in nature and are not intended to be an unfair advantage. Additional information or assistance is available online at www.sas.dso.iastate.edu, by contacting SAS staff by email at accessibility@iastate.edu, or by calling 515-294-7220. Student Accessibility Services is a unit in the Dean of Students Office located at 1076 Student Services Building. 
Harassment and Discrimination 

Iowa State University does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, age, ethnicity, religion, national origin, pregnancy, sexual orientation, gender identity, genetic information, sex, marital status, disability, or status as a U.S. Veteran. Inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies may be directed to Office of Equal Opportunity, 3410 Beardshear Hall, 515 Morrill Road, Ames, Iowa 50011, Tel.515-294-7612,Hotline 515-294-1222, emaileooffice@iastate.edu
Religious Accommodation 

Iowa State University welcomes diversity of religious beliefs and practices, recognizing the contributions differing experiences and viewpoints can bring to the community. There may be times when an academic requirement conflicts with religious observances and practices. If that happens, students may request reasonable accommodation for religious practices. In all cases, you must put your request in writing. The instructor will review the situation in an effort to provide a reasonable accommodation when possible to do so without fundamentally altering a course. For students, you should first discuss the conflict and your requested accommodation with your professor at the earliest possible time. You or your instructor may also seek assistance from the Dean ofStudents Office, website(http://dso.iastate.edu) or via phone515-294-1020 or the Office of Equal Opportunity, website(https://www.eoc.iastate.edu).
First Amendment Statement
 Iowa State University supports and upholds the First Amendment protection of freedom of speech and the principle of academic freedom in order to foster a learning environment where open inquiry and the vigorous debate of a diversity of ideas are encouraged. Students will not be penalized for the content or viewpoints of their speech as long as student expression in a class context is germane to the subject matter of the class and conveyed in an appropriate manner. 
Expectations:
Students are responsible for living the tenets established in ISU’s Principles of Community: Respect, Purpose, Cooperation, Richness of Diversity, Freedom from discrimination, and the Honest and respectful expression of ideas. Visit ISU’s Principles of CommunityLinks to an external site. website (http://www.diversity.iastate.edu/principles-of-community)Links to an external site.
You are expected to treat your instructor and all other participants in the course with courtesy and respect. Your comments to others should be factual, constructive, and free from harassing statements. You are encouraged to disagree with other students, but such disagreements need to be based upon facts and documentation (rather than prejudices and personalities). It is the instructor’s goal to promote an atmosphere of mutual respect in the classroom. Please contact the instructor if you have suggestions for improving the classroom environment. It is preferable if students discuss issues directly with the instructor, however, students may also leave a note in the instructor’s mailbox.

Illness: Take care of yourself.  All classwork can be made up if you become sick.  Stay healthy and be safe.  All deadlines for this course are flexible—at least until Jan 16 when the class ends.
Student Health & Wellness:

Iowa State University is committed to proactively facilitating the well-being of all students. We welcome and encourage students to contact the following on-campus services for assistance regarding their physical, intellectual, occupational, spiritual, environmental, financial, social, and/or emotional needs:

 •Student Wellness call 515-294-1099 or via website (http://studentwellness.iastate.edu);

 •Thielen Student Health Center call 515-294-5801 (24/7 Medical Advice) or via website (http://www.cyclonehealth.org)

 •Student Counseling Services call 515-294-5056 or via website (https://counseling.iastate.edu)

 •Recreation Services call 515-294-4980 or via website (http://recservices.iastate.edu)

 •Students dealing with heightened feelings of sadness or hopelessness, thoughts of harm or suicide, or increased anxiety may contact the ISU Crisis Text Line (Text ISU to 741-741) or contact the ISU Police Department 515-294-4428.
COVID Health & Safety Requirements:
Students are responsible for abiding by the university’s COVID-19 health and safety expectations. Here is a summary:

1. The best decision you can make is to get vaccinated. ISU has vaccination clinics on campus, at the Thielen Student Health Center through September.

2. Face masks are not mandated (other than Cyride, health center, vet school, other labs) but everyone is encouraged to wear them in all indoor spaces.

3. Physical distancing no longer required.

4. Covid testing available for those who may be ill, see the student health center.

5. Isolation & quarantine housing is available through Department of Residence.

6. ISU will not notify anyone if there is a positive covid test. Please let me know if this occurs, I will also keep you informed of this.

7. See the ISU Covid-19: Moving Forward website at: web.iastate.edu/safety/updates/covid19.

Face masks encouraged: Because of the continuing COVID-19 pandemic, all students are encouraged—but not required—to wear face masks, consistent with current recommendations from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Further information on the proper use of face masks is available at: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/effective-masks.html. 
 

Vaccinations encouraged: All students are encouraged to receive a vaccination against COVID-19. Multiple locations are available on campus for free, convenient vaccination. Further information is available at: https://web.iastate.edu/safety/updates/covid19/vaccinations. 
Vaccinations may also be obtained from health care providers and pharmacies. 
Physical distancing encouraged for unvaccinated individuals: Classrooms and other campus spaces are operating at normal capacities, and physical distancing by faculty, staff, students, and visitors to campus is not required. However, unvaccinated individuals are encouraged to continue to physically distance themselves from others when possible.
Dead Week

This class follows the ISU policy on Dead Week.  See ISU catalog link immediately below for more info.

Incomplete Grades

Please see the Iowa State catalog at: http://catalog.iastate.edu/academiclife/gradingsystem/
Contact Information

If you are experiencing, or have experienced, a problem with any of the above issues, email academicissues@iastate.edu.
Add/Drop: The last day to drop the course is probably the end of the first week. (Yeah, this is not a great answer, but there is no information on the ISU Academic Calendar page).
Schedule: 

See course schedule.
A quiz is due every three weeks/every 5-6 days in summer or winter.
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A writing response/short essay is due every three weeks/ 5-6 days for summer or winter classes.
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